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Batumi Georgian gymnasium in 1918-1921
Summary

The liberation of Georgia, the establishment, development and strengthening of an
independent national state, has been fundamental and vital importance to the issue of
education.

The article deals with the opening and activities of the Georgian Gymnasium in
Batumi based on documents protected by the Archives Administration.
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MODERNIZATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES AND
PARADIGM OF ASEAN INTEGRATION PROCESSES

Annotation: In the article, the problem of interconnection of the processes of
modernization and integration in ASEAN countries is considered. The author argues that
these processes have a common nature and are determined by the civilizational features of
the development of the South-East Asian countries. The main factors of the specific, state-
controlled and political modernization of the countries of this region are the
communitarian nature of societies, which are realized through the policy of economic
nationalism. The particularity of the integration of ASEAN countries also reflects its
civilization nature and directed to preserve national sovereignty and promote common and
national development and security in the region.

Key words: political institutions, state administration, modernization, westernization,
integration, regionalization, civilization and national identity, communitarian societies,
economic nationalism, authoritarianism

Over the past half-century, South-East Asia has changed from a region that was mostly
considered as a trade junction to a region that is now referred to as a region-leader. Today,
the SEA region undergoes dynamic development, both in terms of pace and developmental
quality. The accelerated modernization, the formation of an external-oriented investment
model was achieved due to state policy, rapid demographic transition, urbanization growth,
transformation of the human factor, mainly labor resources, the transition from production
with low added value to a higher quality and expensive products with high added value
and, sometimes innovative.

The region owes its success to two major factors - modernization and regional
integration. Both processes have their own particularity as a result of the civilizational
features of the region. These features require new approaches in resolving the contradiction
between the attempts to preserve national identity and to develop a national modern society
and to integrate it into the global space in order to gain the benefits from such
development. The countries of South-East Asia have solved this problem, but still a
generalized analysis of such development in the scientific literature as an example for
application of such experience in other countries have not yet been found.

Therefore, the purpose of this article is to establish a relationship between the
specificity of the modernization and integration of ASEAN countries and the
characteristics of their key components.

A number of foreign researchers [1], [2], [3], [4] addressed the problem of the
antagonisms of the processes of social modernization and dichotomy "globalization -
regionalization". They noted the specificity of modernization models in the region and
acknowledged that they lead to the specificity of integration. They mentioned that the
solution to these problems lays in enhancing the openness of the region and the countries
belonging to it. However, in our opinion, the best answer to these problems is given by
scientists at the Jakarta Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) who are
engaged in political analysis of the role and place of ASEAN in regional and international
politics and economics. Noting the particular features of the ASEAN cooperation at the
time - strategic planning, planning and coordination of exports, interaction at the political
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level, participation in crisis management, prospects for creating a system of collective
security, scientists mentioned the need to formulate the interests of the region and their
opposition to the interests of external actors [5]. The authors especially mentioned the
origins of the peculiarities and content of the policies of the countries of the region, which
are focused on the problems of national socio-economic development, and their common
policy on the external environment.

Summarizing their research, it should be noted that the transition from traditionalism to the
current state of affairs in the countries of the SEA was accompanied by exclusion of the stage
of individualization (the priority of the interests of the "global economic person") as the basic
social institution, which, in the western world, mostly constitutes by the individual person, not
society; the differentiation - the transfer of certain functions previously belonging to the
"family" to specialized social institutions; and the formalization - an approach to social
institutions as acting on the basis of abstract and universal laws and rules, which provides for
the dominant position of science and experts. For Western societies, the deeper changes in
traditional society in these parameters, the more it gets the opportunity to use innovation and
get high efficiency from implementation of such changes.

Ultimately, social and socio-political modernization is interpreted by them as an
alternative to socialist practices and is reduced only to solving the triune problem of the so-
called "third world", which is to eradicate hunger, illness and illiteracy.

But the relative insolvency of this problem was reflected in the absolute backlog in the
parameters of the social and economic well-being of the Third World from the developed
countries. And after disappearance of the alternative "socialist world" and the deepening of
the gap between the "rich" West and the North and the "poor" East and South the serious
doubts were raised both in the Western scientific community and in the countries of South-
East Asia concerning the effectiveness of the theory of Western-style social modernization,
which was for many years considered and even imposed as a SEA countries development
strategy. However, the very concept of modern society or modernity continued to remain
one of the central in many socio-philosophical and sociological theories. [6]

In the context of modern vision of social and political modernization that is
significantly different from the classical one, the term "postmodernization" was introduced
with subdivision of "primary" and "secondary" modernization [7].

The primary modernization (classical, spontaneous, "modernization of the pioneers",
etc.) is considered as the natural-historical process of transition of European societies from
the agrarian traditional type to the modern industrial. The primary modernization, as
shown by the analysis of the model of modernization of the countries of South-East Asia,
was not fully applicable to their civilization environment. Secondary modernization
("catching up" or "westernization" - the process of simple copying, borrowing of Western
values, technologies and the way of economic life [8, p. 72]) was based on the same
characteristics and hypothetically should speedy and purposefully carried out in Third
World countries to overcome, first of all, the economic backwardness of the West. This
process should ensure the unification of the market space, compatibility and expansion of
markets, where the demand structure will correspond to the structure of the modern offer
from the developed countries (for example, the process of electrification creates demand
for the corresponding goods).

However, the secondary or catching up socio-political modernization also has become
a major factor in regional and global instability. The countries of South-East Asia are
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perfect example of a consistent implementation of the project of secondary social and
political modernization.

The main objective of the modernization project in these countries was precisely
related to solving the most urgent problems: hunger, illness, illiteracy, etc., supported by
the increase in economic efficiency. The main idea of such process was to help these
countries to bypass the stage of industrialization and to switch directly to the formation of
mostly virtual, non-productive sectors, such as trade and financial services, etc. For this
purpose, public institutions were formed that accelerated the process of transformation in
exchange for financial and credit infusions.

Unfortunately, this model of socio-political, socio-economic modernization in the
ASEAN countries has played quite a negative role in resolution of their major problems,
such as financial and economic dependence, stratification of societies, increased poverty,
changing employment patterns, rising unemployment, interreligious wars, excessive
demographic growth, the complication and destabilization of the economic situation, the
exacerbation of environmental problems in the region. But the worst thing is that these
countries began to lose rapidly their chance of escaping from the periphery of world
economy.

The societies in South-East Asia have been unevenly developing, and demographic
dynamics and the ecological situation in them are different. But only those countries that
were able to circumvent the requirements of the "catch-up" development model, based on
their own civilization specificity, have overcome boundaries of peripherality and
concomitant development.

The process of socio-political and economic modernization in South-East Asia was
faster than, for example, in Europe. It can be characterized as "compressed" or
"condensed", since it took place in a relatively short period of time, and mainly in urban
centers. The results of such modernization are "compressed" or "complex", which the
Asian scientist K. Chang called "simultaneity (synchronism) of non-simultaneously."
When external challenges and exogenous factors became involved in the development of
South-East Asian region, this process began to occur quite quickly while preserving self-
identification. The specificity of socio-political and economic modernization and further
integration of the countries of South-East Asia is due to the uniqueness and identity of
Asian societies as an important part of the "non-Western" world. While transforming
political and economic institutions, some Eastern countries entered this path later than the
West, offering their way, not equivalent Westernization, and preserved their cultural and
civilization peculiarity.

If in the 1990's it was believed that leading positions should have countries with a
liberal political regime, then in the early 2000's this postulate became not so obvious. A
number of countries with authoritarian and semi-totalitarian regimes have provided
technological and scientific breakthroughs, which opened for them a path to real
competition with Western democracies.

The rapid time frame for the implementation of modernization projects leads to the
transformation of institutions and social relations in the new social configuration. These
transformations are also creating "non-system" actors both within the states and on the
international scene [10, p.97]. At the same time, the development of all these countries
does not aim at radical changes in their socio-cultural foundations. Only Japan previously
was urged to make them, and even with such pressure did it only partially [11].

In this regard, it is worth taking into account the importance of the cultural traditions
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of the peoples of the region for accelerated socio-political modernization. In particular, a
great role played by the tradition of finding harmony in diversity, the desire to reconcile
opposites, maintaining continuity in the course of change, the tradition associated with the
teachings of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism [12, p.87]. Undoubtedly, the habit of
hard work, peculiar social paternalism, respect for the authority of the elders and the state,
as well as commitment to community principles, contributed to a successful development
policy. In general, the political peculiarities of the South-East Asian model are in the
following trends:

- the special role of governments in planning a modernization strategy based on the
theory of economic growth, which involves a high level of savings and investments;

- the leading position in the process of transformation was given to state bodies
involved in careful planning, the strategy of growing individual enterprises, strategic
industries and national leaders;

- competent bureaucracy with minimal degree of corruption;

- authoritarian methods of carrying out transformations.

As noted, the authoritative character is an important and prominent feature of political
modernization in the states of South-East Asia. However, political authoritarianism not
only relied on traditional political culture but also has transformed it.

As a rule, the strengthening of the role of the state in the process of modernization was
accompanied by the establishment of authoritarian regimes that are rightfully considered
"modernizing authoritarianism" of socio-political modernization. Such regimes provided
both economic and administrative methods.

The countries of South-East Asia pursued a policy aimed at technological
modernization of the existing industries and the creation of fundamentally new economy
sectors, provided conditions for the training of the relevant workforce, and created national
education and research systems. Modernizing authoritarianism contributed to the formation
of a power pyramid with a national leader, who personifies the political regime and is the
guarantor of the transformation. Important is the fact that in the process of modernization
of the states of the region a synthesis of the traditional national and modern Western
approaches was carried out [13].

The exact examples of such approach was provided by Singapore and South Korea,
whose development models were later borrowed and adapted by other South-East Asian
countries that were on the path to modernization.

These models are characterized by special parameters.

First of all, only a partial modification of institutes of authoritarianism in politics and
economics took place. Political systems have to some extent mimicked certain features of
democracy, such as elections, parliamentarism, etc., as well as some economic features,
like demonopolization, strengthening of the market institutions, etc.

In fact, the political climate of these countries is characterized by a restriction of freedom
of ideology, which in essence has remained nationally oriented and excludes cosmopolitanism.
The ideology of authoritarianism, communitarianism and hierarchy, inherent in all these
countries, underlies the economic model of development. Its main features are reliance on self-
development and "poles of development" and represented by local monopolies, autarky, long-
term development strategy, planning (targeting), strong role of the state and public-private
partnership, which is also an element of the planned system.

In this context, we can note Singapore as an example of how the country can
successfully use the benefits of secondary modernization, only based on its own vision of
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the processes of formation of political and economic institutions, and become a modern
post-industrial society with high-tech production and strict environmental safety standards.

In fact, the model of modernization implemented by Singapore has little to do with the
secondary, catch-up model. It had fully utilized the benefits of a mobilization model of
development - taking absolute control of virtually all spheres of life, implementing a
modernization strategy and continuing to fully control the development of the economy,
demographic, educational, environmental situation (developing the most advanced green
and biotechnology of production, achieved significant progress in waste processing), and,
most importantly, has brought economic institutions closer to the market.

However, it is also necessary to take into account that Singapore is a small
authoritarian country whose well-being has been achieved through the profitable
exploitation of the capacities of other countries and their resources, and although it does
not determine the economic (and environmental) situation at the regional and even more
global level, it is a model country for the adaptation of secondary modernization to the
extent that it allows country to be independent in the post-industrial and global
environment and to influence the development of the region and the processes of
regionalization.

For example, modernization in Singapore, despite the declaration of commitment to
democratic values, began with the imposition of the ideology of economic nationalism and
introduction of the mobilization model of development. The declared openness of the
economy was limited by the rules, which in fact rejected such openness. In particular,
attracting foreign investments could only be carried out in the industries which are, as a
rule, nationalized and are defined by the state as "locomotives of development" and only in
the form joint venture.

Therefore, the first rule of such modernization is full control of the state over the
activities of foreign investors in order to prevent distortion of the stabilized structure of the
economy and the prevention of its transformation into concomitant. The second is full
control over the exchange rate and the third - macroeconomic regulation of labor markets,
employment, wages and consumption. Consumption of imported products was limited to
the development of own production and the formation of the market of public savings - the
basis of national investment.

In Singapore, the goal was to achieve a balance between the services sectors (primarily
financial, which at the time of the start of modernization were an innovative direction and
represented means of state control over the use of sources of development), and the
material sphere that provides stability of the national economy. This work was carried out
through plan mechanisms under the control of the state.

Another feature of modernization in Singapore was reliance on national monopolies,
which in a "democratic context" turned into "clusters". Firstly, they were controlled by the
state; secondly, they were the primary national financial source of development and the
main investor and innovative leader; and, thirdly, they were competitive on world markets.
And therefore they could serve as channels of access to foreign markets.

In addition, Singapore has to great extent slow downed the liberalization of the social
sphere. An important sign of certain opposition to social liberalization (in particular, the
development of the market for educational services) was the rapid development of
education at the expense of the state - the state was preparing national professional and
scientific personnel for the branches of the national economy. The patronage of the state
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over the social sphere is best illustrated by the areas of housing construction, sanitation and
medicine: in this country these areas are considered strategically important.

Therefore, it seems that, in fact, a very specific "democratization" of politics and the
economy had only a political goal - to declare loyalty to the Western world and to mitigate
the negative attitude of its politicians and economic agents, which mostly represented
liberal mainstream, and not to be declared as undemocratic countries. At the same time
they continued to modernize their societies based on the mobilization principle and their
own plan.

It also should be noted that the success of the social and political modernization
projects of the ASEAN countries is due to the fact that the innovation component has
become a priority for the states and is carried out in a hostile competitive environment. For
example, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, Thailand has to win the decent place
on global markets only due to rapid innovation response.

The research of models of modernization of national economies of the countries of
SEA shows that all countries which applied mobilization development models have
quickly solved the social and economic problems of modernization of their societies.
Those countries that practice liberal values are still at a low level of development, and,
given the experience of more successful neighbors, are now trying to intensify the potential
of mobilization development.

Therefore, considering the nature of integration processes in South-East Asia, the
application of mobilization models of modernization served as the main factor for a
specific paradigm of integration, and integration processes were a direct consequence of
the use of modernization models based on the principle of economic nationalism.
Obviously, nationally-oriented states could not create a grouping that would restrict
national sovereignty.

From the outset, the work of ASEAN provided more or less synchronous strengthening
of national states, their cooperation at the level of the region and the system of their global
connections, provided that priority is given to the task of national-state integration. Already
in the early stages of the existence of ASEAN, its members intended to "isolate"
subregional area within South-East Asia, protected from the "problem" zone of Indochina.
With joint efforts in this area ASEAN countries have succeeded in ensuring such a "high
level of political control" and stability, such a high quality of state regulation of economic
life, that, combined with a steady regulated inflow of foreign investment, they could
facilitate significant acceleration of socio-political and socio-economic modernization.

At the time of the creation of ASEAN each of the five countries-members had more
than enough unresolved problems in the field of national-state construction. With regard to
regional integration, which envisages, in general, the creation of supranational institutions,
it seems at best to be a matter of not close future.

By joining the Association, the "five neighbors" of South-East Asia sought to
compensate each other’s certain weaknesses, including the lack of managerial experience,
which is logical in the context of the recently proclaimed independence. In their circle,
they sought to provide a certain level of security and a historical perspective that they
lacked in the midst of the Cold War. Their success story has had a good impression on the
ruling circles of Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar, set them up for their own
modernizations and a political dialogue with ASEAN in the interests of an early settlement
of the conflict in Indochina, and, to a large extent, the introduction to the Association [14].
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The unification of all the states of South-East Asia within the framework of one
integration group symbolized the overcoming of serious political contradictions in the
region, which contributed to socio-political modernization. Since the creation of ASEAN,
significant progress has also been made in the area of socio-economic modernization. The
obvious achievements include the formation of a special culture of international
communication of the Association's members, which does not imply the domination of any
member country in the integration processes. It is likely that the formation of regional
identity in South-East Asia as a strategic goal of integration processes will also be quite
achievable. However, participation in a regional association did not mean the desire of the
countries of the region to develop transnationality or supranationalism, but rather reflect
the desire of the participants to form an institutional format for peaceful harmonization of
the positions of approximately equal participants in the regional economic space.

In the context of the global bipolar confrontation between the two blocs in the 1960s
and 1970s, many conflicting situations between the Association's members were perceived
as secondary, delaying their decision for several decades. International rules that have been
established within the framework of ASEAN have reduced the scale of the use of violent
methods in resolving conflict issues in the countries of the region, but did not lead to a
complete abandonment of them.

ASEAN's strategy was originally built on special principles. The main, but not always
openly declared, task of the Association of SEA countries was to support its indifferent
and, if possible, autonomous position with relatively large non-regional powers in order to
prevent the emergence of a large-scale conflict in the region with their participation. At the
same time, the presence of dividing lines within the region exacerbated the risk of such a
collision, and their leveling, on the contrary, contributed to the realization of the
Association's goals.

Therefore, according to scientists, the real aspiration of ASEAN was not to maximize
integration, but to reduce the risk of interstate confrontation with external participation [15,
p.8].

The nature of regional integration in South-East Asia is determined by a number of
causes and factors that contribute to integration in Asia as a whole, and above all, they are
rooted in a particular social climate - a model of state administration of a communitarian
society, in which social interests are priority in relation to individual ones.

In the study of J. Wanandi, the Chairman of CSIS (Indonesia) [16], and in the
monograph of scientists and political persons, both Malaysian and foreign, "ASEAN at the
crossroads", special attention is paid to the substantiation of various aspects of cooperation
between the Association members, first of all, in economic area, on the principles of
autarky and collective systems. When it comes to the problems of relations with different
counterparties, in particular with the EU, it is mentioned that they are not seriously
interested in modernizing the region [17].

In the context of the modernization development of the countries of the Asia-Pacific
region and the specifics of the formation of ASEAN, the emphasis is put mostly on the
importance of the domestic regional development of the countries of South-East Asia.

By conducting, for example, a comparative analysis of modernization processes in
Europe and Southeast Asia, it should be noted that the processes of democratization of the
communities of South-East Asia, in contrast to Eastern Europe, did not go beyond the
modifications of the old system and did not turn into a profound transformation of the
socio-political system of the countries of the region. And that the effective economic
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modernization of this region did not cause the same large-scale socio-political
transformation. That is why the states of South-East Asia did not finalize the establishment
of democratic institutions [18].

Consequently, the principles that formed the basis of the formation of integration
associations of the countries of South-East Asia are directly followed from and taken into
account (reflect) the national policies of these countries.

Firstly, such integration should not intensify the competition between countries, since
the uneven economic development would a priori lead to the absorption of neighboring
economies and the stratification of countries on the basis of the "center-periphery". Instead,
economic relations in the integration union were introduced into political boundaries and
built on the principles of complementarity and development assistance thus creating certain
international cluster.

Secondly, this integration association completely overturned the possibilities for
interference in the internal policy of the countries-members.

Thirdly, integration was intended to promote further social modernization of each
country and to reflect the need of each country to move closer to the internal standards of
the region. It was supposed to turn into a logical continuation and a lever of modernization
of each of the countries.

Fourthly, integration should provide protection for a specific collective economic and
political area, protect the countries from confrontation within the region and direct or
indirect interference from the global economic and political actors.

In general, it should be noted that, of course, the similarity between integration
processes in the EU and ASEAN is also traced. It consists of:

- a set of upward motivations, among which an important role is played by the attempt
to prevent intra-regional conflicts, the need to unite in the face of larger local and
international powers;

- orientation on the simplification of the conditions of the intra-regional economic
exchange and the creation of conditions for increasing the competitiveness of the whole
integration union in relations with to "outsider" states;

- efforts to create symbols of common identity, based on political myths about the common
historical and cultural heritage and joint historical and economic fate in the future;

- the mechanism for common management of the integration process with the
emphasis on the benefits of an intergovernmental approach to important decision-making
process [19].

But the differences between the classic liberal and communitarian approaches to the
solution of the integration problems, as already noted, are deep in nature, and their
similarity only could be mentioned in the areas of regional conflicts and attempts to
resolve them.

In this context, the Kazakh researcher S. Kushkumbayev believes that ASEAN, as a
communitarian group by its nature, is capable of achieving its goals with the global
tendency of regionalization of international life which objectively contributes to this [20,
p-23].

Considering in which aspects the ASEAN countries are capable of achieving their goals
and how this is connected with the process of state-controlled socio-political and socio-
economic modernization, it should be noted that the significant successes of the ASEAN
countries have achieved, first of all, in the foreign policy aspect. The peacekeeping activities of
this organization had a significant impact on the cessation of a number of acute conflicts in
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South-East Asia. They have contributed to the creation of a regional security base, and also had
a positive effect on the expansion of stability zones in the Asia-Pacific region. Political-social
(communitarian in nature) integration in turn contributes to the positive development of
modernization in the countries of South-East Asia.

The uniqueness of regional integration considered in the context of modernization in
the ASEAN countries has owed to its multidimensional diversity which does not ruin the
regional community. This diversity is based on the factors of common history, similar
ideological, cultural, economic elements, and is it’s the most striking characteristic feature.
The institutional, state-regulated character of the implementation of the ASEAN regional
community allows the countries of the region to confront the challenges of globalization,
making the region a major economic player and an integral part of the Asia-Pacific region.
And now the major global power such as the US, Japan, China, and Russia are competing
for ACEAN markets, which proves its quality and potential.

Thus, in the situation of global socioeconomic instability, the increasing of global
political, economic and military risks, the paradigm of socio-political modernization in the
countries of South-East Asia requires a substantial reconsideration in terms of the
productivity of the mobilization, state-controlled nature of development.

Globalization and the real threats of terrorism, wars, epidemics and natural disasters
force today’s societies of South-East Asia to serious changes of the basic ideals and
principles of the classical version of the modernization project: individual freedom,
freedom of business and the market, limited sovereignty of national states, predominant
use of external sources of scientific and technical and social progress.

Moreover, these risks are urging countries to use non-liberal approaches in attempts to
avoid global influences. The reflexive way of development lies in the variability of
projects of national socio-political modernization, postmodernization and even anti-
modernization. In this regard, the ACEAN countries are making serious efforts to improve
the mechanisms of autonomous national and regional integration in order to safeguard
economic stability and counteract the influence of global and regional powers.

The global situation prevailing at the beginning of the third millennium is requiring
from humanity a special responsibility and unprecedented practical actions in the sphere of
socio-economic interaction, in relations between different countries and cultures in order to
ensure the sustainable development of civilization. And the model of integration and
cooperation between the countries of South-East Asia could be a very positive example of
how the regional and global challenges the mankind is facing could be resolved.
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